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Toegye’ s interpretation of the sentence,
“The Supreme Ultimate produces the
two forms” [KHiERiEE] and its theological

meaning

Yang Myung Su*

{Abstract>

Posing Function[/{!] in Substance[® ] itself in his interpretation of the
sentence, “The Supreme Ultimate produces the two forms[ A Hi 7t fifh "
that is originated in the Book of Changes and developed philosophically
in Chou Tun-i’s Explanation of the Diagram of the Supreme Ultimate[ i
Wil# ], Toegye seems to intend to enforce the character of tran-
scendence of the Supreme Ultimate[ £ k). At the same time, it's to rec-
ognize effective force of the Principle[i#]. We can compare Toegye's in-
tention to the meaning of Christian doctrine of Trinity. As long as they
express commonly both the transcendence and its engagement in this
world. [# -] of Toegye and Trinity of Christianity share common

interest. We find two kinds of Single Origin of Substance and Function in

« Yang Myung Su: Professor, Depariment of Christian Studies at Ewha
Womans University
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Toegye's thought: one is that of relation between the Principle[## | and
the Material[’{] and the other is that in the Principle itself. The latter
shows the realizing movement of the Principle as the universal One giv-
ing rise to Many materialized in concrete situations and results in ensur-
ing the former Single Origin of Substance and Function. This, on the oth-
er hand. concerns the question of abasement of the transcendent
Substance, when it becomes immanent in the phenomenal world. In this
sense, the Single Origin of Substance and Function inside the Substance
makes possible the immanence of the transcendent Substance without los-
ing its transcendent side. it's comparable to Christian trinitarian dyna-
mism, according to which the Father|God -Father] creates and acts
through the Son[God-Son| for the world. That's why Toegye's Principle is
reasonably thought to have somewhat personal Substance, personal in the
sense of something living. Conclusively, Toegye's interpretation of “The
Supreme Ultimate produces the two forms™ manifests the impossibility of
reduction of Toegye's Li learning[®¥ %' | into the heart and mind learning

[L2].

{Key Words>

Single Origin of Substance and Function, Trinity, “The Supreme
Ultimate produces the two forms”, movement of thee Principle. effective

force, One, Many
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