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Abstract

The problem of feeling in Toegye and Kant in comparison with that of
Adam Smith — humanism and capitalism

Yang, Myung—-Su

Typical humanists like Kant and Toegye viewed sublime nature in human
beings. Everyday human feeling is believed to tend to fall in evil, though. This is
why people are required to cultivate their original nature hard way. That is effort
to get out of circulation of evil spread in human life surrounding selfish demands
for material things. In other words, it is to establish the peace of the world through
the peace of mind. On the contrary, Adam Smith did not thought the selfishness or
self-love as evil. His capitalistic moral is not focused on the high standard of
human mind but he sought morality based on human daily reality. The common
good, which is underlying theme of the humanists' argument, is not something to be
found in individual sacrifice of desire or high self-cultivation but in the proper
control of selfishness. Smith's ethics is based on natural self-love of human being
and was believed to be practiced without difficulty. This way, human desire is
basically justified in the capitalistic anthropology, even though conditioned by

minium requirement of peaceful coexistence with others.

Key words:
Toegye, Kant, feeling, will, Adam Smith, selfishness.

_20_



