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<Abstract>

Life and death in Christianity

Yang Myung-Su

Death is not considered as a natural part of life but as punishment for sin
in Christian faith. Human is believed to be created at first with the possibility
not to sin and not to die. With the distorted free will, sin and death have
become unavoidable, though. This shows that Christianity has positive and
affirmative attitude toward this worldly being and life. Sticking to the
substantialist way of thinking, Christians are concerned about lasting individual
identities, which leads to the belief of immortality of soul. The doctrine of the
immortality of soul seems to come from hope for perfection, which is
impossible in this world, regarding relation with God and others. As faith is
credited as righteousness, man of faith is given eternal freedom and happiness
after death. This obviously affected Kant’s argument about immortality of soul
and his proof of existence of God. Kant’s issue of the supreme good and the
sovereign good and his postulation of the existence of God is somewhat

secularized type of Christian belief.

Key words : death, sin, free will, Augustinus, immortality of soul.
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