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The meaning of the effectivity of Li
in Toegye’s thought

Yang, Myung-Su*

{Abstract>

Activity or effectivity of Li is the problem of motivating force that
leads the moral mind. It is most likely that Toegye means the mind-de-
termining power of Li as the heavenly mandate by his controversial term,
Issuance of Li. The power can be understood in the light of the pure mo-
tif of Kant’s practical reason. However, Li is not only considered to be
moral mandate but defined as humane mind in the cosmological level. In
this respect, Li plays the role of the efficient cause as the providential
power that presides over the world’s naissance and change, just like the
unmoved mover or God in the western metaphysics and onto-theology
did. That is what Toegye’s Movement of Li indicates. Meanwhile, the ac-
tivity of Li in the epistemological area is expressed in terms of the
Arrival of Li. It seems as though Li reveals itself in the reply to human’s
epistemological effort. This extends well beyond subject-object relation
between man and the truth. As Toegye shifts from the Issuance to the

Movement and the Arrival of Li, he felt and mentioned more clearly the

* Yang, Myung-Su @ Professor, Department of Christian Studies, Ewha
Womans University.
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activity of Li, even allegedly breaking the principle of non activity of Li.

<Key Words>

Issuance of Li, Movement of Li. Arrival of Li, the efficient cause,

epistemology.
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