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Human being, being unto death:
 Heidegger’s understanding of death

Yang, Myung-Su

Death which leads life to nothing is not just the end of life but reveals 

the meaning of life. Heidegger’s point is the existential meaning of life, 

for which the biological death serves as momentum. The meaning of 

death consists in the possibility of Being. Unrelated self or non-self is 

what Heidegger calls as Being. Being without I, identified with authentic 

self, is revealed though and from death. It does not concern moral 

humanization or true man but amoral individuation or the true self that 

matters in Heidegger’s fundamental ontology. I already comprehend my 

self as the possibility of non-self and makes the possibility possible 

through resolution. However, the totality of non-self is impossible. We 

can instantaneously experience the non-self but becoming totally 

non-self is impossible. Reality of non-self is always attested as possibility 

with certainty but its total realization is impossible. This is because I must 

turn into non-self, while remaining my self. In this respect, the non-self 

is impossible possibility. 
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