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ABSTRACT

Aquinas’ Theology in The True Meaning of
the Lord of Heaven(T’ien-chu shih-i) and
Critique of Matteo Ricci’s Understanding of

Neo-Confucianism
- A Comparison of the Christian God and Neo-Confucian Li -

Yang, Myung-Soo

Matteo Ricci took the Neo-Confucian concept of li(J#, principle)
as something unable to be a prime cause in the light of Thomas
Aquinas’ thought. Ricci’s cosmology was based on creation theory,
while Neo-Confucianism was associated with a cosmology favoring
the natural generation of myriad things.The crucial point of Ricci’s
apology for Catholic thought is that the Christian God appears as
causa effeciens, a creator who governs the world directly.This
continuing creation implied by causa effeciens suggests a kind of
authorship concerning moral behavior.In Aquinas’ theology, where
morality is absorbed in ontology, moral virtue is initiated by the
engagement of God as Being itself.In Neo-Confucianism, which
does not recognize any efficient cause outside of natural things,
human beings alone ultimately produce moral goodness on their
own.This is the point at which theology and humanism

diverge.Ricci argues that /i is accidens, that which is added

O|2tOf 2t} | IP: 203.255. %+ .68 | Accessed 2017/12/22 20:57(KST)



FHFAo|, of LIEH ofLbA AMetnt

o2 2lx|e| da|st olsfof Cieh d]E 211

accidentally to substantial things. But according to Chu Tsi, there
would be nothing without /i. Additionally, i precedes ki(’q,
material force). Hence, /i cannot be accidental, nor is it ontological
substance. It is the wuniversal standard and ultimate ideal that
governs all. To use Aquinas’ terms, /i is possibly the formal cause

or the final cause that is not the efficient cause.

Keywords: T’ien-chu, Li, Aquinas, Neo-Confucianism, the efficient

cause
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