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ABSTRACT

Christian God in The True Meaning of the Lord
of Heaven (T'ien-chu Shih-i) and Neo-Confucian
Li (#) in the Light of the Final Cause and the

Efficient cause of Aquinas

Yang, Myung-Su

Matteo Ricci's Tlien-chu Shih-I (KFE##) is well known for its
historical value regarding the encounter of Eastern and Western
cultures. Its tremendous effect on Korean society in the epoch of
Cho Seon Dynasty has prompted many Korean scholars to question
the philosophical and theological essence of Matteo Ricci's apology
to Christianity. This study is in line with those previous works on
the possible comparison of the Western God and the Confucian
principle known as the Great Ultimate: (Af&) or Li: (). What is
especially of interest to this study is that the position of the
efficient cause in its relation with the final cause may explain
definitely the difference of the Christian God and Neo-Confucian Li.
Following Aquinas, Matteo Ricci regards the Christian God as both
the final cause and the efficient cause of myriad things of this
world, while Li cannot be the efficient cause at all. Li is possibly
the final cause as the ultimate standard, but the efficient cause must
be attributed to Ki: (5%, the material force) in the Neo-Confucian
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philosophical system. This seemingly cosmological difference between
God and Li leads us to examine the moral foundation of both
metaphysics. The fact that the Christian God works as both the
final cause and the efficient cause means that God is the ultimate
goal of moral self-accomplishment of human beings and, at the
same time, He moves us toward the goal. It is God who causes
and leads the achievement of moral goodness. On the contrary, the
famous debate on the issue of whether Li is active or not among
Korean Neo-Confucian scholars reflects the fact that moral initiative
in the Neo-Confucian system cannot be found anywhere else than in
the human mind. Li rules only as a moral ideal, while the Christian
God rules as an ideal and by direct involvement in moral
accomplishment. This difference of transcendence of Li and God is
linked to the immanent character of both, and, ultimately, to the
different anthropology regarding moral capability of human beings in

Christian and Neo-Confucian culture.

Keywords: T'ien-chu, Li, the efficient cause, the final cause,

transcendence, immanence
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