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Abstact

Kant and Ricoeur's philosohpy of religion, surrounding the problem of evil

Yang Myung-Su

Kant stressed on the human inclination to evil. Although a modernist who
turns a religion into ethics, he realizes that human will is too weak to accomplish
ethical perfection. He seeks pure good and at the same time brings into a
philosophical theme the human nature that seems to be too feeble to be pure. It is
these two poles that lead Kant's moral philosophy to philosophy of religion. One
cannot completely uproot his or her inclination to evil, although he or she can
overcome it at times. Uprooting is the question of being a moral being, while
occasionally overcoming is the question of doing moral deeds. Moral perfection
consists in being a good being and doing naturally good deeds. Such moral
perfection is regarded as moral duty by Kant. However, from the aspect of
uprooting the human inclination to evil in vain. the moral duty cannot be
accomplished. It is given as a duty because we can, but it is out of our ability
because of the radical evil rooted in our nature. Kant's horizon of hope designates
such an impossible possibility. According to Kant, religion is the practical faith
coming out of the hope of moral perfection and ultimate compensation. Ricoeur
receives the philosophy of limits from Kant. He accepts Kant's position relating
religion to the dimension of hope. Ricoeur's difference can be found basically in
the fact that he is more deeply conscious of human radical evil than Kant. It
results in his considering the imagination of external grace as key to a ethical

religion.

Key words

Kant, inclination to evil, hope, religion, Riceour
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